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In admitting pupils to the school for whom English is an additional language outside of their home, we consider 
whether the school has the appropriate resources and expertise to support the child in accessing the full curriculum 
and making progress with age-appropriate development.  
 
As part of our admissions procedures, we are aware of pupils currently enrolled at school for whom English is an 
additional language outside of their home.  
 
We believe that pupils for whom English is an additional language will benefit from being integrated into the school’s 
regular teaching and learning experiences most of the time. This will enable them to develop oral fluency quickly, feel 
part of the school, develop language in context and experience their full curriculum. Whilst pupils may receive 
additional support through individual literacy sessions in the early stages, pupils participate in all other subject sessions 
and school activities where they can make good progress whatever their language level in English. 

To meet the needs of EAL students and to ensure that they are making good progress, all our staff:  

• understand that a limited knowledge of the English language does not reflect a lack of ability or a lack of 
literacy in a pupil’s native language. Appreciating and acknowledging a student's ability in general is crucial 
for their self-esteem. 

• assess the pupil’s fluency level as soon as possible  
• have high expectations, expecting pupils to participate in all classroom activities and tasks 
• recognise that EAL pupils involved in group sessions may need more time to process answers and to 

complete extended work 
• allow students to use their native language to explore concepts when appropriate 
• make use of the expertise of bilingual staff who share the languages of the student where necessary or useful 

to meet needs 
• provide where appropriate alternative curriculum opportunities to include overlearning and additional 

literacy sessions. (More detail on how this may be done is given below).   

Support in the Junior School 
• Where English is not the first language of the pupil at home, upon admission an assessment is made to 

determine whether EAL support is needed and, if it is, which areas of literacy in English it is most needed 
in. 

• Where pupils in the Junior School need EAL support, this is incorporated into their individual weekly plans 
for work managed by the classroom teacher or assistant. This usually involves materials from the Montessori 
classroom or in some cases additional material for practising spelling, reading and comprehension in English.  

• Work for EAL support is set or arranged where necessary in a number of one-to-one periods within the 
work cycle with the classroom teacher or assistant. The appropriateness of EAL support is kept under review.  

• In some cases in the early stages, in consultation with parent, simple additional literacy support activities as 
above may also be recommended for pupils at home .  
 

Support in the Senior School 
• Pupils for whom English is an additional language need to have a good enough command of English to 

communicate and also have basic reading and speaking ability in English in order to benefit from the Senior 
School.  

• Where English is not the first language of the pupil at home, upon admission, an assessment is made to 
determine whether EAL support is needed and, if it is, which areas of literacy in English it is most needed 
in. 

• Following this, additional literacy support material in spelling and reading comprehension is used with pupils 
during individual study sessions at school (scheduled in the timetable for all pupils) depending on their needs.  

• In some cases in the early stages, additional literacy support work as above may also be set for pupils to 
complete at home. The appropriateness of EAL support and the pupil’s response to it is kept under review. 

• Most pupils also access and attend the school’s timetabled English lessons as well as sessions for rest of the 
curriculum.  

 


